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WORLDBRlEFS
Strikehits France
PARIS:A one-daystrikeby

France'sfive millionpublic
sectoremployeeshas brought
railways,buses, underground

trains,schools,post offices

and a hostof otherservices'

and
state-owned

firmsto a;'
near standstill.

The "BlackTuesday"strike,

the biggestin almosta decade,

was calledto protestagainst

the French Government's
re

fusalto raisethepayof civil

servantsand workersin key
state-ownedindustriesbeyond
previous commitments.

In Paris,severalmillion
commuterswere forced to
walkor cycleto workas pub
lic transport shrank.Trans
port

officials

saidat leastfour
of the Metrosystem's15 lines

were closed.On others,the
servicewas cut

drastically.

Jurorseeksdeal
LOS ANGELES:An

O.J.Simpsonjuror,who kept
a journalthroughoutthe trial,

is tryingto sellthe
material

for a bookor film.

LawyerGary Brown,who is
representing

jurorDavidAl- j
dana,a Los Angelestruck

driver,said:"We are enter-|
taining offersin thatarea.He j
has an

interest

in
telling

his
story."

Mr Browndeclinedto reveal

what the journal contained,

but saidhe was certainMr Al
dana did not violateJudge
LanceIto'sadmonition

that ju
rors not form any opinions

aboutthe caseuntilthey
reachedthe

deliberation
stage.

"He did followthe rulesand
instructions,"

Mr Brown said.

FloodskillIX
NICARAGUA:Heavy rains

and floodingin Nicaragua

havekilled11 peopleand left
more than 2000 families home
lessin the pastweek.Social

Action MinisterWilliamBaez
said the heaviestdamage
mightnot be feltfor several

weeksor monthsbecauseof
the lossof basicgraincrops

such as corn and beans.

X-filesprotests
LONDON: UFO watchers

intendto gatherat the House

of Commonsto demandthat
the British Government pub
lish secretX-fileson unidentif

ied flyingobjects.They believe

the Ministryof Defenceis hid
ing fromthe publica cata
logueof sightingsand contacts

with
extra-terrestrial

beings.
However,a ministryspokes



Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Wednesday 11 October 1995, page 12 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article130563294

man said therewere no such
filesto reveal.

Global challenge

LONDON: Virgin Industries

millionaire Richard Branson
has a raceon his hands in his

£4 million($A8.39million)bid
to be the firstto floataround

the worldin a balloon.No
fewer than three other teams
— American,Swissand Dutch
— have also disclosedthat
theyare also likelyto takeoff
in December.

Painkillercleared
MARYLAND:The US

Administration has cleared
over-the-counter

sales of the

drug,
ketoprofen,

for the relief'

of
headaches,

body achesand,,arthritis.

It willbe
marketed'

underthe nameActronby as-,
pirin-makerBayer.

Bayersaidthatit was simi:

lar to drugsalreadyon the
marketbut wouldbe useful|
forpeoplewhodidnot

receive

j
adequaterelieffromthose)
medications. i

Freedomfor 50
JERUSALEM:Israel has

freedthe first50 of morethan

1200 Palestinianprisonersdue1
to be releasedunderits West

Bankpeacedealwiththe Pal
estine Liberation Organisa
tion.

Israeli prisons spokesman

MosheMalulsaid the 50 were

convictedcriminalswho
signedagreementsto back the
PLO peacedealswith Israel

and to shun criminal activity.


